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THE BAIL PROJECT 


Nationwide initiative says U.S. bail 
system unfairly burdens the poor 


THE GOAL 


Project aims to spare those arrested 
from job losses, other victimization 
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BY ROBERT PATRICK 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


poverty. 


ST. LOUIS o Beginning in January, ac- 
tivists will station themselves at jails 
in St. Louis and elsewhere around the 
country and begin using a $16 mil- 
lion bail fund in a bid to combat the 
so-called criminalization of race and 


The program’s proponents say it 
will save hundreds of millions of tax- 
payer dollars now spent to house de- 
tainees, and spare those arrested from 
job losses, loss of custody of children, 
suicide, sexual victimization and 
other consequences of time spent be- 
hind bars. 

Called The Bail Project, the chari- 
table initiative is modeled after a pro- 


PROJECT SEEKS BAIL REFORM 


gram that has been running in New 
York for a decade called The Bronx 
Freedom Fund. 

That fund says that 96 percent of 
those bailed out by the program return 
to court for every appearance, and in 
55 percent of cases the charges are 
ultimately dismissed. In 40 percent 


See BAIL o° Page A4 


No tax 
break? 
No House 
support 


Panel chief rejects 
Senate plan to erase 
deductions for 
property taxes 


BY DOINA CHIACU 
Reuters 


WASHINGTON eœ The head of 
the House of Representatives’ 
tax-writing committee said 
Sunday that he would not ac- 
cept total elimination of a fed- 
eral deduction for certain taxes 
including those paid to state and 
local entities, opposing a pro- 
posal from Senate Republicans 
that would raise taxes for some 
Americans. 

House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee Chairman Kevin Brady, 
R-Texas, said he guaranteed the 
deduction would not be entirely 
scrapped in a final tax bill that 
emerges from dueling plans an- 
nounced by Republicans in the 
House and the Senate. 

Asked on “Fox News Sunday” 
if House Republicans would re- 
ject a bid by Senate Republicans 
to do away with the deduction 
entirely, Brady said: “That’s what 
I’m saying?” 

The Senate tax blueprint in- 
troduced Thursday would repeal 
the SALT deduction entirely. The 
House would repeal it only for 
state and local income and sales 
taxes, but preserve it for property 
tax up to $10,000 a year. 

The deduction for state and 
local taxes, known as SALT, has 
been one of the most hotly con- 
tested issues as Republicans seek 
to achieve a significant overhaul 
of the U.S. tax code and hand 
President Donald Trump his first 
major legislative victory. 

It is a chief concern for a group 
of House Republicans who face 
re-election battles next year in 
high-tax, typically Democratic- 
leaning states such as California, 
New York, New Jersey, Connect- 
icut and Massachusetts. 

Other sticking points include 
a proposal by the Senate to de- 
lay implementation of a cut in 


A ‘CRYING SHAME’ 


DEER TESTING SEEKS CLUES 
TO NEUROLOGICAL DISEASE 


A Missouri Department of Conservation employee plucks a lymph 


BY ASHLEY JOST 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


Ben Davis (left), with the Missouri Department of Conservation, takes a knife to a buck shot by a hunter to cut out the lymph nodes of the 
deer on Sunday. The lymph nodes will be sent for testing to determine if chronic wasting disease is present. 


Hunters take part in state attempt to track 
the extent, locations of the fatal disease 


100 hunters that dropped by 
the site this weekend for the 
mandatory testing on har- 


ST. CHARLES COUNTY « It’s 
a “crying shame,” according to 
Matt Bryant of New Melle. 

It’s not that he’s bothered 
by having to drive over to the 
Weldon Spring Conservation 
Area to have the deer he killed 
tested. But the fact that Mis- 
souri’s deer population is up 
against a disease that’s fatal in 
100 percent of the cases makes 


vested deer to see if the animals 
have chronic wasting disease. 

The Missouri Department 
of Conservation mandated 
the testing in an effort to con- 
tinue tracking how widespread 
the disease is in the state, and 
where the infected animals 
were found. 

St. Charles County is one of 
25 counties in Missouri where 


him a little mad. 
Bryant was one of more than 


node from a buck that was shot on Sunday. The state is trying to 
determine the extent of the fatal disease in its deer population. 
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Greitens appointee balking at 
effort to fire state school chief 


Stage is set for 3 middle schools 
to develop theater arts programs 


Pilot initiative will mentor area educators at no cost BY KURT ERICKSON 


BY JUDITH NEWMARK 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


Want to be in the school musical? 

If you’re a middle schooler, there’s a 
good chance you'd love to. 

But maybe your school doesn’t do a 
musical. 

Maybe your school has no theater arts 
program at all. 

Next year, that will change for three 
middle schools in the St. Louis area and 
for three more around San Diego. 

Stages St. Louis and the famed La Jolla 
Playhouse in La Jolla, Calif., have been 


chosen to initiate JumpStart Theatre, a 
program of the Educational Theatre As- 
sociation’s new Educational Theatre 
Foundation. The foundation and the two 
theaters’ roles were announced Sunday 
night at a benefit cabaret in Los Angeles. 

In JumpStart’s first school year, 2018- 
19, both theaters will mentor three mid- 
dle schools that don’t have theater pro- 
grams of their own. Because JumpStart is 
funded by grants and donations, there is 
no cost to participating schools. 

Each of the schools must have a 
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SPORTS ¢ B1 


St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


JEFFERSON CITY e One of Gov. Eric 
Greitens’ appointees to the state school 
board is balking at the Republican new- 
comer’s effort to oust Missouri’s top ed- 
ucation official. 

In an email sent Sunday, John T. “Tim” 
Sumners asked his colleagues to delay 
a special meeting where the governor’s 
new appointees are expected to call for 
the firing of state school Commissioner 
Margie Vandeven. 

And, Sumners, a volunteer police and 
fire department chaplain from Joplin 
who was named to the board last month, 
said he is concerned his position on the 


Vandeven 


Greitens 


matter could cost him his appointment 
on the independent, eight-member 
board that oversees elementary and sec- 
ondary education in Missouri. 

“Yes, I am,’ he told the Post-Dispatch 
Sunday night. “I am fully aware my posi- 
tion may not last long?” 
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